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FEATURED SPEAKERS 

Joy Hodgson is a Partner and Chief Operations Officer at CRI TPA 
Services. Her firm provides retirement plan consulting and TPA services for over 
750 qualified retirement plans throughout the south and southwest United States. Joy 
has earned designations as a Certified Pension Consultant and Qualified 401(k) 
Administrator through the American Retirement Association based in Washington, 
DC. She has been working on ERISA retirement plans for over 25 years and has 
extensive experience consulting with all types of organizations including sole-
proprietors, partnerships, corporations, non-profits, and governmental entities. Joy 
has a deep and comprehensive understanding of IRS compliance testing and 
fiduciary governance. Her focus these days is on assisting clients, CPAs and 
financial advisors with plan audits, correction programs, and advance plan 
consulting strategies. Joy grew up in Plainview, Texas, and graduated from Abilene 
Christian University with a Communication degree. Joy is a board member with the 
Rotary Club of Metropolitan Lubbock. She is married to Patrick for 30 years this 
year and has 1 daughter who attends Abilene Christian University as well. 

 
Amy Florian, CEO of Corgenius, teaches professionals to build strong 

relationships with clients through all the losses and transitions of life. She is author 
of over 200 articles and two award-winning books, including No Longer Awkward: 
Communicating with Clients through the Toughest Times of Life. She is the recipient 
of numerous awards for her ground-breaking work, including being named a 2021 
Luminary by ThinkAdvisor, and has been quoted or featured throughout the 
financial trade press, including the Wall Street Journal, CNBC, Forbes, and many 
others. Amy holds a master's degree and is a Fellow in Thanatology. She taught 
graduate programs for 10 years, has worked with over 2,000 grieving people, and 
consults with firms, corporations, and offices nationwide. On a personal level, Amy 
is one of ten children and bakes amazing homemade cinnamon rolls and chocolate 
chip cookies!  

 
Walter T. “Four” Price received his Bachelor of Business Administration 

degree in Finance from the University of Texas at Austin.  He received his law 
degree, with high honors, from St. Mary’s University School of Law.  After 
graduation, Mr. Price clerked for United States District Judge Mary Lou Robinson. 
He currently is Vice President and Trust Officer for Amarillo National Bank. Mr. 
Price serves as State Representative for House District 87 which covers the northern 
Texas Panhandle. 

 

Jordan Ware is a shareholder at Winstead PC. Jordan concentrates her 
practice on estate and business planning, taxation, and estate and trust administration 
for high-net-worth individuals, executives and business owners. She provides 
guidance primarily in the areas of estate and gift tax planning, business succession 
planning, charitable planning, general tax and corporate planning, and estate and 
trust administration. Jordan regularly consults with charitable organizations 
regarding formation, exempt tax, and ongoing administration issues. She is a 
specialist in estate planning and probate law certified by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization. Jordan is admitted to practice law in the District of Columbia and the 
State of Texas. She is a frequent speaker at estate planning and tax seminars around 
the country. 

 
Chad Armstrong   Chad Armstrong is a Partner and Wealth Management 

Advisor with WWA Integrated Wealth Strategy Group. His primary focus is 
protecting his client's families and businesses through estate planning and financial 
planning.  Chad graduated from Baylor University with a BBA in Finance and Texas 
A&M University with a MS in Finance. Chad is an Insurance Agent with 
Northwestern Mutual and Registered Representative of Northwestern Mutual 
Investment Services, LLC maintaining securities Series 7, 63 and 66 registrations 
and his Life, Accident & Health Insurance license. Chad holds the Chartered 
Financial Analyst designation and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 
certification, in addition to the Chartered Life Underwriter, Chartered Financial 
Consultant, and Accredited Estate Planner designations. Chad has received 
numerous industry awards for production and consistency. He has ranked in the Top 
5% of Northwestern Mutual’s field force for the last several years.  Prior to joining 
Northwestern Mutual Chad served seven years as an officer in the US Navy as a 
SEAL. He is married to Julie and they have four children. Chad and his family all 
enjoy outdoor activities, and he enjoys competing in 100 mile running races. 

 
George Snell is a solo practitioner in Amarillo. He received his J.D. 

degree from Baylor University School of Law in 1972. Mr. Snell concentrates his 
practice in real estate matters involving oil and gas properties. He is a member of the 
Oil, Gas and Energy Resources Council of the State Bar of Texas. Mr. Snell is an 
author and frequent speaker on the subjects of oil and gas real estate issues. 

 
Hunter Vagrosky is an Assistant Vice President and Trust Officer at Happy 

State Bank and serves as the Secretary for the Amarillo Area Estate Planning 
Council. He received his B.B.A. degree from West Texas A&M University. Hunter 
began his career in retail banking, worked in Trust Operations, and currently 
administers multiple types of trusts, estates, IRAs, and investment agencies for 
individuals and non-profit organizations.   

 
 



 

Johnny Crowley serves as the Senior Vice President & Senior Trust officer 
at Amarillo National Bank. Johnny grew up in Canyon and attended West Texas 
State University receiving a BBA in Accounting.  He obtained his CPA license in 
1983, CFP Certification in 1989 and attended the 2001 ABA National Trust School 
achieving the Certified Trust and Financial Advisor (CTFA) designation. He worked 
in public accounting in Amarillo for 12 years and began his career in Trust 
Administration with the First National Bank of Amarillo.  He moved to Santa Fe, 
New Mexico in 2001 as Sr VP and Sr Trust officer, managing the trust division of 
the First National Bank of Santa Fe for 7 years.  Johnny moved back to Amarillo in 
2008 and joined Amarillo National Bank becoming Sr VP and Sr Trust Officer in 
January 2021. Johnny and his wife, Amy are proud parents of 5 daughters and were 
foster parents to 24 girls and 1 boy. 

 
Joby Mills serves as the Senior Vice President & Director of Trust Services 

for Happy State Bank. Joby earned his Bachelor of Arts in Finance from the 
University of Northern Iowa and his Juris Doctor from Baylor University School of 
Law. He Currently serves as the Chairman of the Administrative Council of the 
Texas Bankers Association Wealth Management & Trust Division and is also a 
Member and Past President of both the Amarillo Area Bar Association and Amarillo 
Area Estate Planning Council. He is also a Fellow of the Texas Bar Association.  

 
Bill Titcomb brings over 25 years of qualified experience as the Managing 

Director of Herring Bank Wealth Management. Bill’s background includes 
specialization in the areas of investment management, trust administration, private 
banking, and financial planning. He leads a seasoned team of financial planners, 
investment advisors, trust officers and attorneys that work closely with their clients 
to help them achieve their financial objectives. Bill has a devotion to being involved 
in his community and has served on boards for the United Way, American Red 
Cross, YMCA, and other non-profit organizations. Bill recently retired from 
officiating men’s college basketball and football after 35 years. He enjoys golf, 
music, and travel in his spare time. Bill and his wife, Tricia, have six children and 
twelve grandchildren. 

 
Gerry W. Beyer joined the Tech Law faculty in June 2005 as the first 

holder of the Governor Preston Smith Regents Professorship. Previously, he taught 
as a professor or visiting professor at many other law schools from coast-to-coast 
and in Australia. Law schools and student organizations have honored him with 
numerous outstanding and distinguished faculty awards. Professor Beyer received 
his J.D. from The Ohio State University and his LL.M. and J.S.D. degrees from the 
University of Illinois. He is a member of the Order of the Coif, an Academic Fellow 
and Regent of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel, a member of the 
American Law Institute, and was inducted into the Estate Planning Hall of Fame. 
The Uniform Law Commission recently appointed Prof. Beyer as the Reporter for a 

new act addressing the electronic execution of estate planning documents. 
 
Jack Manley, Vice President, is a Global Market Strategist on the J.P. 

Morgan Asset Management Global Market Insights Strategy Team. Jack is 
responsible for delivering timely market and economic commentary to institutional 
and retail clients across the United States and Canada. In addition, he is a contributor 
to the J.P. Morgan Long-Term Capital Market Assumptions and has authored 
numerous papers on both global and domestic economies and capital markets. Jack 
is also a frequent guest on CNBC, Bloomberg, BNN and other financial news outlets 
and is often quoted in the financial press. Jack joined J.P. Morgan in 2013 as a 
member of the Asset Management Strategy & Business Development Team, where 
he worked on various strategic initiatives across the firm. He has been in his current 
role since 2016. Jack graduated from the University of Chicago with a Bachelor’s 
degree in History. 

 
Melanie Smoot was the Development Director for a non-profit in Frisco, 

Texas prior to joining Amarillo Area Foundation in 2021. She began her career in 
the non-profit field 19 years ago in Amarillo and has raised funds for various non-
profit organizations throughout the state of Texas since then. She loves meeting new 
people and hearing their stories. Melanie grew up in the Texas Panhandle and 
graduated from West Texas A&M University with her Bachelor of Music and 
Master of Business Administration degrees. It has been a joy for her to return to her 
roots and serve the people of the Texas Panhandle. 

 
Shannon Ferrell is a Professor in the Oklahoma State University 

Department of Agricultural Economics, where he specializes in Agricultural Law.  
He grew up on a cattle and wheat operation in Western Oklahoma, and obtained his 
Bachelors and Masters degrees in Agricultural Economics from OSU before 
obtaining his Juris Doctorate from the Oklahoma City University School of Law 
with endorsements in Estate Planning and Business and Financial Services Law.  
Shannon spent a number of years in full-time private practice before joining OSU in 
2007.As an educator and speaker, Shannon helps audiences all over North America 
understand the fundamental legal elements of farm business management and farm 
transition planning.  He has provided presentations and workshops to a cumulative 
audience of over 30,000 across the U.S. and Canada while authoring over fifty 
publications, including serving as lead author on the Farm Transition Workbook.  In 
addition, he has testified before Congress and the Oklahoma state legislature on 
multiple policy issues involved in farm transitions from regulatory barriers to 
retirement savings for farmers and ranchers. In private practice, he helps farm 
families with both the conversations involved in forming the best transition planning 
approach and creating the mechanisms to make their transitions successful. 

 



 

Thursday May 12th 

7:30 Attendee Arrival and Check-In 

8:00 a.m.  Welcome/Introductions/Recognitions 

8:20 a.m.- Trust Officer Panel—Johnny Crawley, Todd Wetsel, Bill Titcomb 

Hear from an experienced panel of trust officers with key insights on the following 
topics: Insurance Considerations regarding ILIT's; the Texas Trust Code in practice 
from a corporate fiduciary perspective; discretionary distributions (use of budgets, 
doing a "deeper dive" into the definition of maintenance and support, etc.); the 
acceptance process of new accounts (trust language considerations, unique assets, 
concentrations, etc.); and strategies trust companies use to protect trust assets, 
including liability insurance. 

9:50 a.m.  Break 

10:10 a.m.  Joy Hodgson—Qualified Plans Joy will be discussing plan designs and 
concepts along with unique tax characteristics for cash balance plans. Along with 
this she will highlight funding and investment strategies and how those relate to 
distribution considerations of clients. There will also be an update on RMD changes, 
increased tax credits, and catch-up contributions in Roth IRAs. 

11:10a.m.  Lunch 

11:50a.m.  Four Price—Legislative Session Mr. Price will discuss an overview of 
the 87th Texas Legislative Session along with specific discussions of bills filed & 
bills passed. Along with this there will be a focus on how Texas legislation is 
impacting estate planners, followed by an update of the State's economy and budget. 
Mr. Price will also highlight future consequences, expectations, and how to get 
involved with this new legislation.  

12:50 p.m.  Amarillo Area foundation— The Role of a Community Foundation 
in Charitable Giving Charitable giving strategies are a part of working with 
individuals, businesses, families, and communities to help them fulfill their 
philanthropic goals.  What is the role of the community foundation as it pertains to 
charitable giving?  During this session, you will learn the ways community 
foundations can assist your clients with meeting their charitable goals.  An update on 
Amarillo Area Foundation’s funding and partnership priorities will also be provided 
during this presentation. 

1:50 p.m.  Break 

 
 
 

2:00 p.m.  Jordan Ware—Planning for Clients with Charitable Intentions 
Jordan will discuss the importance of privacy and how clients can structure estate 
plans, charitable gifts, and financial transactions in a confidential manner, limit 
disclosure by third parties, avoid public litigation, maximize privacy in their last 
illness and death, protect against cyber-attacks, and protect against physical attacks. 

3:00 p.m.  Chad Armstrong— Estate Tax Rules Are In Play: How will it affect 
you and your family . . .& How to Choose the Right Life Insurance Policy Chad 
will be discussing the Planning implications in the current environment given the 
deficit and government spending priorities; Planning in the low interest rate 
environment Estate planning in a world of potentially higher estate / income taxes; 
Taking account estate planning for the next generation & What type of Life 
Insurance policies to use for Planning. 

4:00 p.m.  George Snell III— Differences Between Deeds and Quit Claim 
Conveyances The gold standard of conveyancing is that the grantee be a bona fide 
purchaser (BFP). However, the grantee of a quitclaim deed cannot be a BFP as a 
matter of law. Mr. Snell will discuss how this became a problem and how estate 
planning professionals can avoid the problem. 

5:00 p.m.  Adjourn 

 
Friday May 13th  
 
7:30 a.m. Attendee Arrival and Check-In 
 

8:00 a.m.- Amy Florian— Compassionate Communications When clients go 
through loss, crisis, and transition, your knowledge of grief support makes far more 
difference than your legal or financial knowledge ever will. What do you need to 
know in order to support and communicate with clients effectively in emotionally 
difficult times? 

  
10 a.m.- Professor Beyer– Estate Planning for Cyber Property-- This 
presentation aims to educate estate planning professionals on the importance of 
planning for the disposition and administration of digital assets so that fiduciaries 
can locate, access, protect, and properly dispose of them. The operation of the 
Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act now enacted in at least 
forty-three states is explained in detail. Several planning techniques that may be 
employed are discussed and the appendices include sample forms clients may use to 
organize their digital assets and sample language that can be used in estate planning 
documents, court orders, and in request letters to digital asset custodians. 
 



 

11 a.m.- Professor Beyer– Recent Developments-- This Presentation discusses 
recent judicial developments relating to the Texas law of intestacy, wills, estate 
administration, trusts, and other estate planning matters. The discussion of each case 
concludes with a moral, i.e., the important lesson to be learned from the case. By 
recognizing situations that have led to time consuming and costly litigation in the 
past, estate planners may reduce the likelihood of the same situations arising with 
their clients and judges may increase the likelihood of their decisions being upheld 
on appeal. 
 
12:00 p.m.- Lunch  
 
12:30 p.m.- Jack Manley – Guide to the Markets-- The Guide to Markets 
provides an effective framework for understanding the global market and economy. 
This quarterly-updated presentation is aimed to educate financial professionals on 
developments within the markets and how it affects various investments and asset 
classes. It is designed to present statistics and data through charts and graphs, in a 
way that can help advisors address the markets and the economy based on logic 
rather than emotion while supporting their efforts to help clients make sound 
investment decisions. 
 
1:30 p.m.- Shannon Ferrill—Business continuity Planning Fewer than one in 
three family farms will survive one generational transition intact, and over two 
thirds of family farmers have no estate planning tools in place. These facts coupled 
with the natural progression of the Baby Boomer generation means the next twenty 
years will see unprecedented challenges for professionals seeking to guide family 
farmers to successful generational transfers of their farms. The key lies in a deeper 
understanding of the multiple and intertwined factors involved in family farm 
transitions and an interdisciplinary approach to addressing them. Participants will 
learn the predominant challenges to farm transitions, the economics of farm 
transition impacts, tools for addressing farm asset transfer challenges, and how to 
work across disciplinary lines to develop a comprehensive approach for family farm 
clients. 
  
2:30 p.m.- Adjourn  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

General Information 

Location - The program will be held at the Amarillo Club, 30th Floor, 600 South Tyler 
Street. Free parking is available nearby. 

Tuition/Registration –  Tuition includes admission to the morning and afternoon 
sessions, continental breakfast, catered luncheon, the luncheon 
presentation, and refreshments at the coffee breaks. 

Program Materials – Each paid attendee will be given a password to a free download 
of the speaker’s material.  Please see www.aaepc.org.  

Cancellation and Refund Policy - Tuition, less a $50 handling fee for each 
registration, will be refunded upon written cancellation received not later 
than May 7, 2022. Cancellations received after May 7, 2022 cannot be 
refunded, but the registrant will receive the password for a free download 
of materials. 

Early Registration - Early registration is encouraged. Should seating become limited, 
priority will be given to AAEPC members and nonmembers will be 
accommodated on a first come, first served basis. Please register by  

 April 30th, 2022. 

CLE/CE Credit - Accreditation for this institute has been requested, but is subject to 
approval, from: the State Bar of Texas and the Committee on MCLE and 
Texas Board of Legal Specialization for credit toward the CLE 
requirements in Estate Planning and Probate Law and Taxation Law (13.5 
hours); Texas State Board of Public Accountancy (13.5 hours); Texas State 
Board of Insurance (13.5 hours); Certified Financial Planners (13.5  hours); 
Certified Trust & Financial Advisors (13.5 hours); Certified Life 
Underwriters are self reporting.  

Course Objective – This practical course is designed to teach participants various tax 
and non-tax related issues that are involved in advising estate planning 
clients, and how to effectively resolve client concerns and meet the best 
needs of the client, including utilizing insurance to achieve the client’s 
goals. Participants should have a basic or beginning understanding of 
relevant tax concepts and principles of estate planning. 

 

 

 

 



 

30th Annual Institute on Estate Planning 
Registration & Tuition 

            Due April 30, 2022 
 

Name:  _______________________________________________________ 

Firm: ________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________ State: _________ Zip: __________ 

Telephone: ___________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________ 

 
Professional License Designation & Number: 

 CPA _______ Attorney __________ CFP_________ 

 ABA ______ Insurance _________ Associated Professional________ 

 

Members:                                                                    Non-Members: 

______ $400.00                                                            ______ $450.00 

______ $350.00 Virtual                                              ______ $500.00 Virtual 

  

Please mail check and registration to: 

 Amarillo Area Estate Planning Council 

 P.O. Box 9003 

 Amarillo, TX 79105 

 

For questions contact: Mable Kelling at 806-930-2976 or aaepc1@gmail.com 

Visit our website:  aaepc.org 

 

 *In our continuing efforts to conserve, attendees will be given a password to a Free Download of 
materials prior to the seminar available at:  www.aaepc.org/council/documents 
 
  
 
 
 

“We would like to thank our generous sponsors” 
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   Burdett, Morgan, Williamson & Boykin           Sprouse Shrader Smith, PLLC 
 



 

 

 


